
AMCA REGION IV CLERK’S BREAKFAST MEETING 
April 17, 2024 

Hosted by: City of Avondale 
Avondale City Hall – Sonoran Conference Room 

11465 W. Civic Center Dr.  
Avondale, AZ 85323 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 
Marcella Sarmiento, City Clerk for the City of Avondale, called the meeting to order at 
9:00 a.m.  The following members were present: 
 

Amy Brown, Town of Wickenburg 
Charles Vasquez, City of Surprise 
Chris Pierson, City of Avondale 
Christy Estavillo, City of Surprise* 
Citlaly Salas, City of Tolleson 
Crystal Zamora, City of Tolleson 
Dana Aguiluz, City of Glendale* 
Darcie McCracken, City of Goodyear* 
Emily Soria, City of Avondale 
Irene Marquez, City of Glendale 
Jennifer Jubany, Town of Wickenburg 
Jill Boltz, City of Peoria 
Julie Bower, City of Glendale 
Julie Knoll, City of Avondale 

Kristi Passarelli, City of Surprise 
Kyana Hayes, City of Peoria* 
Liz Camacho, Town of Buckeye 
Marcela Moreno, City of Glendale 
Marcella Sarmiento, City of Avondale 
Maria Ceaglske, City of Litchfield Park 
Maria James, City of Avondale 
Maria Rivera, City of Glendale* 
Megan Bradford, City of Peoria* 
Sharla Sanders, City of Surprise* 
Sharon Antes, City of El Mirage* 
Summer Stewart, Town of Buckeye 
Terri Roth, City of Litchfield Park* 
Wendy Henson, City of El Mirage*

 
*Attended virtually through the zoom platform. 
 
2. Introductions 
Attendees introduced themselves and shared what City they were representing. 

 
3. Approve Region IV Minutes from December 13, 2023  
Maria Ceaglske, Litchfield Park, requested a correction to the minutes.  
 
Motion was made by Julie Bower and seconded by Amy Brown to approve the minutes 
of the December 13, 2023, with the requested change, meeting.  
 
Motion carried unanimously.  
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4. Discussion Items 
 

a. Candidate Filing Discussion 
 
Marcella Sarmiento stated Avondale’s candidate filing process went smoothly with 
no ballot issues. Summer Stewart stated Buckeye’s candidate filing process went 
smoothly, noting Buckeye’s General Obligation Bond election in November. 
 
Julie Bower stated Glendale’s candidate filing process went smoothly; however, 
they did receive a candidate challenge with two people running for Mayor.  
 
Marcella Sarmiento explained she will be working on a generic guide for accepting 
candidate challenges. Kristi Passarelli offered to share resources that include 
candidate challenge information.  
 
All candidate challenge cases are held virtually and streamed online.  
 
Crystal Zamora spoke about Tolleson’s candidate filing process.  
 
Amy Brown noted Wickenburg has three candidates for Mayor and nine for 
Councilmember.  
 
Kristi Passarelli spoke about Surprise’s candidate filing process.  

 
b. Election Discussion (Working on the Weekends)  

 
Kristi Passarelli spoke about Surprise volunteering to work the weekend before 
and after the Presidential Preference Election. She noted she had two voters come 
to the office.  
 
Marcella Sarmiento spoke about Avondale’s plan to have a doorbell at the 
entrance to prevent non-voters from coming into the building. 
 
Jill Boltz (Peoria), Summer Stewart (Buckeye), Julie Bower (Glendale), and Crystal 
Zamora (Tolleson) spoke about their security plans.  
 
Amy Brown spoke about Wickenburg seeking to use the police station as a facility.  

 
c. AMCA Board Updates / Committee Updates 

 
Marcella Sarmiento spoke about the upcoming AMCA newsletter, which will 
include an article on the 55th Annual Professional Municipal Clerks Week.  
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d. New Technology Recommendations  

 
Jill Boltz spoke about Peoria moving away from NovusAgenda for their agenda 
management software and OnBase for public records request software. They are 
seeking OneMeeting for their new agenda management software and GovQA for 
their new public records request software.  
 
Marcella Sarmiento spoke about Avondale moving from NextRequest to GovQA. 
Additionally, she spoke positively about using CivicClerk for their agenda 
management software which includes a Board & Commission portal.  
 
Summer Stewart spoke positively about Buckeye’s board and commission 
management software by Granicus. Additionally, she spoke about using A/I 
software for minute taking. 
 
In response to a question by Marcella Sarmiento, Liz Camacho spoke about 
Buckeye’s experience with electronic notary using SigniX. 
 

e. Wickenburg Initiative Process 
Amy Brown spoke about Wickenburg’s recent initiative process.  
 
Amy Brown inquired if others would accept a campaign finance report as complete 
if there are clearly missing attachments. Kristi Passarelli stated she would accept 
the document and wait for a complaint to get filed. 
 

f. City Council Meetings 
Discussion ensued regarding unique situations at City Council meetings.  
 

g. Region IV Basket Preparations 
Marcella Sarmiento reminded all regarding the basket raffle for the AMCA 
fundraiser. Kristi Passarelli volunteered to manage the baskets. 
- 

h. AMCA Annual Conference (Clerks Offices open the weekend after)  
Marcella Sarmiento noted the annual conference will be held the week before the 
election; therefore, there may be staffing issues for those who have to work the 
weekend before and after. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding moving the annual conference due to the election 
date. 
 
Summer Stewart recommended changing the handbook to allow for virtual 
attendance. 
 

i. IIMC Annual Conference 
Marcella Sarmiento noted the IIMC Annual Conference will be held May 20-24 in 
Calgary, Canada. 
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5. Good of the Order 
Kristi Passarelli spoke about the recent Surprise referendum case that was challenged in 
court due to the Clerk rejecting the petitions.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding redacting election documents.  
 
6. Next Breakfast Meeting – June 26, 2024 City of Surprise 
 
7. Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 10:28 am  
 
Minutes by: Marcella Sarmiento, City Clerk, City of Avondale 


