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ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS ASSOCIATION 

REGION 1 MEETING AGENDA 

Monday, October 21, 2024 

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

Committee Members: 
 

Region Leader – Erin Deskins (Chino Valley), Leah Rhodes (Camp Verde), Jadie Edwards (Camp 
Verde), Virginia Jones (Camp Verde), Sara Burchill (Chino Valley), Lisa Nottebaum (Chino 
Valley), Charity Brooks (Clarkdale), Lindsay Daley (Coconino County), Whitney Juszczak 
(Coconino County), Shirley Zitting (Colorado City), Sarah La Corti (Colorado City), Tami Mayes 
(Cottonwood), Evette Skerrett (Cottonwood), Beth Evans (Dewey Humboldt), Chelsea Varney 
(Dewey Humboldt), Annie Tisi (Flagstaff), Stacy Saltzburg (Flagstaff), Brett Klein (Jerome), Kristen 
Munez (Jerome), Cindy Scott (Page), Jennifer Lange (Page), Sarah Siep (Prescott), Torey Dawson 
(Prescott), Marikay Whisenand (Prescott) Fatima Fernandez (Prescott Valley), Sehreh Goodman 
(Prescott Valley), Marissa Greenwood (Prescott Valley), Alejandro Garcia (Prescott Valley), 
JoAnne Cook (Sedona), Marcy Garner (Sedona), Tina Abriani (Tusayan), Pamela Galvan 
(Williams), Sue Bennett (Williams), Jayme Rush (Yavapai County), Amanda Estrada (Yavapai 
County) and Andrea Shelton (Yavapai County) 

MEETING AGENDA 
 
1. ROLL CALL 

 
The meeting was called to order by Region Leader Deskins at 9:01 a.m.  
 
The following Committee Members were present: Erin Deskins (Chino Valley), Leah Rhodes (Camp 
Verde, Sara Burchill (Chino Valley), Lisa Nottebaum (Chino Valley), Charity Brooks (Clarkdale), 
Whitney Juszczak (Coconino County), Shirley Zitting (Colorado City), Sarah La Corti (Colorado City), 
Tami Mayes (Cottonwood), Evette Skerrett (Cottonwood), Beth Evans (Dewey Humboldt), Chelsea 
Varney (Dewey Humboldt), Cindy Scott (Page), Sarah Siep (Prescott), Torey Dawson (Prescott), Sehreh 
Goodman (Prescott Valley), Marissa Greenwood (Prescott Valley), Alejandro Garcia (Prescott Valley), 
and Pamela Galvan (Williams) 
 
2. REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEER TO TAKE MINUTES 

 
Committee Member Greenwood volunteered to take the Minutes for today’s meeting. 

 
3. OLD BUSINESS 

 
a. Approval of the April 16, 2024, AMCA Region 1 Meeting Minutes 

 
Committee Member Siep made a motion to approve the minutes; Seconded by Committee Member 
Greenwood. The motion passed unanimously.  
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4. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Welcome New Members 
 

Region Leader Deskins welcomed new members present. 
 
Committee Member Rhodes, Scott and Juszczak introduced themselves and provided insight into their 
prior background and experience.   
 

b. Presentation and discussion on Essential Records Program – Lisa Nottebaum, Chino 
Valley Records Specialist 

 
Region Leader Deskins introduced Committee Member Nottebaum to discuss Chino Valley’s Essential 
Records Program. 

 
Committee Member Nottebaum emphasized the importance of the essential records listing. She then 
outlined their process, discussed the roles and responsibilities of the State Library, Clerks Office and 
liaisons, and highlighted important lessons learned. 
 
Committee Member Mayes requested a copy of the PowerPoint Presentation used to conduct internal 
training for staff liaisons.    
 
Region Leader Deskins replied she will send the presentation out to all members. Following, she inquired 
on if any municipality had not yet begun the process of compiling their essential records listing.  
 
Committee Members Galvan, Scott, Evans, and Brooks advised that they have not.  
 

c. Discussion on 2024 Primary Election – The good, the bad, and the ugly, and discussion 
on upcoming elections in 2024/2025. 

 
Region Leader Deskins stated that Chino Valley’s 2024 Primary Election was quiet in comparison to the 
2020 Election.  
 
Committee Member Greenwood inquired on whether any municipality had a recount triggered during the 
2024 Primary Election.  
 
Committee Member Mayes explained that in Cottonwood they had a total of eight candidates with three 
open seats for Councilmember and one open seat for Mayor. The Mayor was directly elected along with 
two Councilmembers. There were two candidates that would have had to proceed to the General 
Election; however, one of the two candidates dropped out, which left one name remaining on the ballot. 
 
Committee Member Greenwood shared that Prescott Valley hired Christina Werther to provide a legal 
opinion to determine whether a Referendum should be calculated using the total number of votes casts or 
ballots casts. Based upon that legal opinion, there was no case law to provide a basis for using ballots 
cast; however, the Political Action Committee challenged this decision. The matter was heard before the 
Yavapai County Superior Court, and it was determined that the total number of ballots cast should be 
used when calculating the minimum number of signatures required for a Referendum Petition. 
Committee Member Greenwood noted that the PAC ended up submitting over 4,000 signatures when 
they only needed a minimum of 1,455 signatures. She then indicated that their office completed the 
Clerk’s review process within one week in order to provide their Council the option of calling either an 
election in May of 2025 or waiting until the 2026 Primary Election.  
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Committee Member Juszczak announced that she is still waiting on the State to confirm but that they 
may issue a May 2025 Election. Currently, it is undecided whether there will be polling locations. 
 
Committee Member Zitting shared that they are proposing a change to the way the Mayor is elected. 
Currently, Colorado City’s Mayor is appointed by the members of council for a two year term. Instead, 
they are looking to hold a May 2025 Election to move towards a direct elected Mayor that will serve a 
four year term. Committee Member Zitting asked whether any municipality that has put forth a similar 
proposition would be willing to share their ballot language.  
 
Region Leader Deskins explained that Chino Valley held a Special Election in 2023 proposing to move 
towards a four year term for the Mayor. The ballot measure failed to pass. Due to this, Chino Valley’s 

Mayor continues to serve a two year term.  
 
Committee Member Zitting asked if Region Leader Deskin would be willing to share Chino Valley’s 

ballot language with regards to that measure.  
 
Region Leader Deskins agreed to share their ballot language.  
 
Committee Member Siep stated she can share her charter amendment ballot language noting that it also 
did not pass.  
 
Region Leader Deskins inquired how many charter amendments for Prescott were included on that 
ballot.  
 
Committee Member Siep replied that there had been a total of thirteen charter amendments on the ballot 
and only one failed to pass.  

 
e. Approval of the proposed FY24/25 Region 1 Meeting Schedule and determine 

hosting city/town for in-person meeting - Discussion and Possible Action 
 

Committee Members Greenwood and Siep discussed potential conflicts with the proposed in-person 
meeting on May 22, 2025. Committee Member Greenwood proposed moving the in-person meeting to 
May 15, 2025.  

 
Region Leader Deskins stated she would send out a survey to determine the best time to meet on 
February 20, 2025. She then proposed meeting in-person over dinner during the week of the AMCA 
Elections Conference.   
 
Committee Member Siep noted that she will be sworn in as President at the AMCA Elections Conference.  
 
Region Leader Deskins congratulated Committee Member Siep and advised that she will arrange the date 
and location for the in-person meeting in July 2025 as it nears.  
 
Members discussed the location of Fountain Hills for the 2025 Election Conference.  
 
Committee Member Mayes made a motion to move the May 22, 2025 in-person meeting to May 15, 2025 
and approve the meeting schedule as amended; Seconded by Committee Member Zitting. The motion 
passed unanimously.  
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Region Leader Deskins solicited for a volunteer to host the next in-person meeting on May 15, 2025. 
 
Committee Member Mayes volunteered to host the May 15, 2025 meeting in Cottonwood.  

 
5. GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 
Region Leader Deskins asked if any member is interested in serving as the Region I mentor.  
 
Committee Member Siep volunteered to serve as the Region I mentor.  
 
Region Leader Deskins then advised that the Institute and Academy has moved from ASU Downtown 
Phoenix Campus to Chandler and reminded members of the following trainings to be held in 2025: 

• Institute: June 2-6, 2025 
• Academy: June 10-12, 2025 
• Annual Elections Conference: July 21-24, 2025 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Region Leaders Deskins adjourned the meeting at 9:39 a.m. 
 
**New Members 
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 AMCA Region 1 Meeting Schedule for FY24/25 

 
 
 
 
 
 

October 21, 2024: Virtual Meeting 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
 

February 20, 2025: Virtual Meeting* 
 

May 15, 2025: In-Person Meeting* - Cottonwood, AZ 
 

July 2025: In-Person Dinner Meeting during AMCA Elections training week** 
 
 

*Meeting times to be determined (TBD). 
 

** In-person meeting location/time TBD. 
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