ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

‘ \M C{ ) \ DATE: 3/13/25

ZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS ASSOCIA TIME: 2:00 PM
LOCATION: Teams

Meeting ID: 283 016 365 024
Passcode: froME2sN

1. CALL TO ORDER
Chair Denise Archibald called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL
Denise Archibald (Chair), Summer Stewart (Co-Chair), Liz Camacho, Fatima
Fernandez, Karen Doncovio, Ben Lane, Mike Sims, and Annie Meredith (Board
Liaison).
Absent: Sarah Burchill, Maria Ceaglske, Lisa Cole, Evie McKinney, lan
Newcomb, Leah Rhodes
Chair Archibald recognized that today’s meeting could be shorter than usual and

apologized for sending out the agenda a little late.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - FEBRUARY 13, 2025, MEETING
Summer Stewart moved to approve the February 13, 2025, meeting minutes,
which Ben Lane seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

4. BILL REVIEW

A. Bill Tracking
Chair Archibald asked the committee if there were specific bills anyone
wanted to touch base on.
Ben Lane wanted to discuss House Bill 2927 regarding public meetings.
He mentioned that some items were removed from the bill that could




benefit the Clerk’s Offices that handle public records requests. The
change could also help those offices that do not handle public requests.

Ben had concerns about section two of the bill, which states that the public
meeting's video, audio, or draft minutes must be available online within
three days. He mentioned that only the draft of the meeting minutes was
required to be available within three working days, just in case someone
came into the office asking to view them. However, this new change would
require minutes or the meeting recording to be available online within
three days.

Ben stated that he does not like putting draft minutes online because they
are drafts that could change. However, he is okay with this portion of the
Bill because his office currently posts meeting recordings online within
three days. He wanted to point out this bill for those offices that do not
have meeting recordings available.

Chair Archibald thanked Ben for bringing up the issue and mentioned that
her office's current concern is that this bill applies to every public meeting.
Chair Archibald says her office records meetings dealing with formal policy
and subcommittee meetings. However, there are a bunch of other
meetings that are not recorded but only have minutes. She also agreed
that hosting draft minutes is not ideal.

Chair Archibald asked Ben Lane if his office recorded every single public
meeting.

Ben Lane confirmed that his office does, due to an internal requirement, to
have audio or video recordings of all council meetings, boards, and
commission meetings. Ben emphasized that he is not a fan of the
changes, which is very problematic.

Lynda Bushong stated that her office posts legal summaries and asked if
other offices were posting them.

Chair Archibald confirmed that her office posts results.

Ben Lane confirmed that his office posts results. The complete draft
minutes, in addition to results, are overkill.



Lynda Bushong answered the question regarding the League’s position on
Bill 2927, replying that they are neutral at this time.

Ben Lane expressed his concerns regarding section three, L section,
which isn’t very clear. This section involves providing a location where
people can view meetings. If you are broadcasting a meeting, it is not
clear if you have to have another facility besides city hall for viewing.

Lynda Bushong expressed the same concerns as Ben Lane. Chair
Archibald made similar comments and mentioned that she provided those
comments to the government relations team.

Fatima Fernandez's understanding of the bill is that if a council meeting is
happening via Zoom, maybe sharing the Zoom link and then allowing the
same access for public participation according to office policies is all that
is needed.

Fatima Fernandez and Summer Stewart questioned what happens when
council members are out of town or can’t travel to City Hall for council
meetings. Does this mean the Teams meeting link is provided to the entire
public?

Ben Lane touched on other portions of the bill, like the 30-minute public
comment period, which he believes has either been softened or removed
entirely, and the extensive requirements for public records requests and
response times, which were removed entirely.

Chair Archibald asked the committee to contact their government relations
team to let them know our concerns.

Chair Archibald shifted the focus of conversation to HB2017- Voting
Centers. There is still an engrossed version of this bill. The bill states that
election precincts may not contain more than 1000 registered voters,
which is problematic for larger precincts. This bill will continue to be
monitored.

Chair Archibald opened discussions relating to SB 1243, which is very
similar to HB 2927, which discusses the 30-minute call to the public.



5. GOOD OF THE ORDER/COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chair Archibald thanked everyone for their work on the weekly updates and for
sending them to the league. All the weekly updates are saved in the SharePoint
Site. Before the next meeting, there should be a better idea of the bills'
finalization.

6. NEXT MEETING
Chair Archibald stated that the next Legislative Committee Meeting is scheduled
for Thursday, April 10, 2025, at 2:00 p.m.

7. ADJOURNMENT
Chair Archibald adjourned the meeting at 10:27 a.m.

Minute Taker:
Mike Sims, Deputy City Clerk
City of Tempe



