
  
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
DATE: 02/13/2025 

TIME: 2:00 PM 
LOCATION: TEAMS 

Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: 283 016 365 024 

Passcode: fr9ME2sN 

 
 

Committee Members: Denise Archibald (Chair), Summer Stewart (CoChair), Sara Burchill, Liz Camacho, 
Maria Ceaglske, Lisa Cole, Fatima Fernandez, Ben Lane, Evie McKinney, Ian Newcomb, Leah Rhodes, 
Michael Sims and Annie Meredith (Board Liaison). 
(Minute Taker: Ian Newcomb) 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chair Archibald called the meeting to order at 2:00pm. 
 
B. ROLL CALL 

 
The following members were present: Denise Archibald (City of Phoenix; Chair), Summer Stewart (City of 
Buckeye; Vice-Chair), Sara Burchill (Town of Chino Valley), Maria Ceaglkse (Coty of Litchfield Park), Fatima 
Fernandez (Town of Prescott Valley), Ben Lane (City of Scottsdale), Evie McKinney (City of Apache 
Junction), Ian Newcomb (Town of Florence), Michael Sims (City of Tempe), and Annie Meredith (City of 
Kingman; Board Liaison) 
 
The following members were absent: Liz Camacho (City of Buckeye), Lisa Cole (Town of Sahuarita), and 
Leah Rhodes (Town of Camp Verde) 
 
C. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 
1) January 9, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

 
Evie McKinney requested a correction on her attendance. On motion of Evie McKinney, seconded by Sara 
Burchill, the minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
D. NEW BUSINESS  

 
2) Handbook – Review of Legislative Committee Role 

 
Chair Archibald shared the handbook on her screen and reviewed the Legislative Committee duties point 
by point, inquiring if any changes were needed. 
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Vice- Chair Stewart requested an amendment to the handbook it to say “attend GAHRE committee” as 
opposed to “serve” on the committee. She stated that she is unsure of their schedule and will update the 
committee once she has that information. 
 
3) Goals  

a. Attend weekly League meetings & send summary to membership 
b. Review legislation & provide feedback to membership, as needed 
c. At the end of the Legislative Season compile chaptered bills & send to membership 
d. Succession Planning 
e. Other? 
 

Chair Archibald reviewed the goals and summarized the five goals listed out. She brought up succession 
planning and what will be needed for that ask. She provided an overview of becoming a committee chair 
and what is currently asked of the chair.  
 
Vice-Chair Stewart reminded everyone that serving as chair or co-chair provides points towards 
CMC/MMC certs. 
 
Maria Ceaglske Goals look good/sufficient 
 

4) Bills Review 
a. https://app.skywolf.ai/weblinkreport/aSLeH_u3ESIAZtABiec4O9ekY8Jr?session_id=129  

 
Chair Archibald discussed the link and list shared by Rene Guillen from the League of Arizona Cities & 
Towns and thanked Ben Lane for his weekly update. She inquired about feedback for HB2147 after giving 
a short summary of the bill. 
 
Fatima Fernandez stated that Prescott Valley does do background checks but noted that they do not have 
a clear policy on what happens if the background check comes back with past violations. 
 
Vice-Chair Stewart stated that being a qualified elector to be on the ballot would exclude convicted felons 
and noted that non-felonies might be an issue as well.  
 
Ben Lane stated that there are no background checks in Scottsdale and there nothing in their charter or 
code to allow the removal of a Councilmember after being elected. He noted that negative background 
check findings would be exposed in a campaign regardless and that this would put a tremendous burden 
on Clerks. 
 
Fatima Fernandez noted that the Prescott Valley Police Department only does limited background checks. 
 
Chair Archibald summarized the discussion and agreed that this would be a burden. She noted that 
Phoenix had a candidate with a criminal background and those chose to withdraw before their campaign 
moved forward.  
 
Vice-Chair Stewart pointed out that the bill does not offer a timeline for action. 
 
Fatima Fernandez inquired as to what happens is a public official is convicted of a felony while in office.  
 
Chair Archibald summarized HB2129 and inquired about feedback. 
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Fatima Fernandez stated that the timeline change won’t affect too much and that she already has 
candidate packets being pulled. 
 
Chair Archibald stated that having more time is helpful. 
 
Ben Lane expressed agreement with the Chair and noted that this helps give Counties more time. 
 
Vice-Chair Stewart inquired about where to find bills and summaries. 
 
Chair-Archibald shared the azleg.gov site and how to find summaries on the bills. She inquired about 
feelings on HB2426. 
 
Fatima Fernandez stated that HB2426 is not feasible and that a minimum of 2-3 weeks is required for 
advertising the position as well as time for application reviews. 
 
Vice-Chair Stewart noted the compromise of 60 days but stated the 90 day time frame was most viable.  
 
Sara Burchill inquired what would happen during another problem like COVID. 
 
Chair Archibald inquired about what happens if the timeframe is not met. She inquired about HB2017 
after a brief summary. 
 
Evie McKinney stated that Pinal County is precinct-based and inquired if this would just be for Maricopa 
County or would it be statewide. 
 
Chair Archibald clarified it would be state-wide. 
 
Fatima Fernadez stated that Yavapai County has voting centers. 
 
Ben Lane stated that Maricopa County is having a hard time finding voting locations and noted that a 
1,000-voter limit for precincts would not be ideal. He stated that there is a large number of early voters 
and pointed out how vote centers work in conjunction with early voting.  
 
Ian Newcomb inquired if its worth it to calculate voting precinct costs to municipalities for an opposition 
argument. 
 
Chair Archibald stated that Phoenix’s Government Relations Officer has provided that and encouraged 
others to do the same. She summarized SB1333 and inquired if there were any comments.  
 
Fatima Fernandez inquired if it be for notaries. 
 
Chair Archibald stated that her thinking is that it is more for voter registration issues. 
 
Ben Lane stated that  Rene Guillen was inquiring if it would affect clerks and noted that clerks will most 
likely not deal with visiting military members. 
 
Chair Archibald summarized SB1243 and noted that Phoenix is opposed, citing the ordinance governing 
Call to the Public. She inquired if there were any comments.  



Fatima Fernandez inquired if  Call to the Public is still optional. 
 
Chair Archibald confirmed it is still optional. 
 
Members discussed the vague language of the bill and expressed their dislike.  
 
E. GOOD OF THE ORDER/COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS /TOPICS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
Ben Lane discussed SB1352 and Scottsdale’s opposition but noted it could be a council-by-council issue.  
 
Board Liaison Meredith reminded everyone that Clerk and Deputy Clerk of the year nominations are 
now open.   
 
F. NEXT MEETING: March 13, 2025 

 
G. ADJOURNMENT  

 
Chair Archibald adjourned the meeting at 3:08pm. 
 
 
 
Minute Taker: 
Ian Newcomb, Deputy Town Clerk 
Town of Florence 


