
 

  
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Thursday, March 20, 2025 
3:00 p.m. 

Teams 
(Link sent via Calendar Invite) 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

1. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Committee Chair Fernandez at 3:00 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call 

Committee Members Present:  Fatima Fernandez, Chair; Tami Mayes, Co-Chair; Members: 
Annie Reidhead; Ashley Doering; Denise Archibald; Jessica Sweet; Marcela Moreno; Mike 
Sims; Richelle Valenzuela; and Whitney Juszczak. 
Committee Members Absent: Sarah Siep, Board Liaison; Members: Agnes Goodwine; Leah 
Rhodes; Maria Ceaglske; Maria Talamante; Marissa Greenwood; and Victoria Roedig. 
 
3. Consideration and possible action to approve the Election Committee meeting minutes 

of February 20, 2025.  
Motion: Committee Member Valenzuela moved to approve the minutes of February 20, 2025, 
as presented. 
Seconded by: Committee Member Doering. 
Vote: Unanimously carried. 

 
4. Annual Elections Training - Discuss topics for Annual Training and potential speakers. 

a. Draft Schedule Review 
Chair Fernandez shared her screen that contained the draft schedule for the Annual Training 
with the Committee.   

DRAFT - Elections Training 2025, Day 1, Wednesday, July 23, 2025, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Fountain Hills Community Center 

Time Topic Presenter 

         8:00 a.m. 8:02 a.m. 
         5 minutes 

         Introduction & Housekeeping         Fatima Fernandez 

8:02 a.m. to 8:05 a.m. Scholarship Committee Amy Putnam, Parker 

8:05 a.m. to 9:35 a.m. City/Town & County (Handoff) Page & Coconino County - Whitney 

9:40 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Mento Meter Activity Denise Archibald, City Clerk, City of 
Phoenix & Maria C. 

10:00 a.m. to noon. Interactive Presentation - Candidate 
Packets 

Jasmine Pernicano, Deputy City Clerk - 
Goodyear 

Noon to 1:00 p.m. Lunch Lunch 



 

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Political Charged Elections Mike Sims – City of Tempe / 
Communications Dept. 

2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Mento Meter Activity Denise Archibald, City Clerk, City of 
Phoenix, Maria C. 

3:00 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. Break  

         3:15 p.m. to 3:20 p.m. 

          3:20 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Ballot Drop Box Presentation & Early 
Voting 

Michelle Burchill, Yavapai County 
Recorder / Gabriella Cazares-Kelly, Pima 
County Recorder 

 

DRAFT - Elections Training 2025, Day 2, Thursday, July 243, 2025, 8:00 a.m. – Noon (4 hours) 
Fountain Hills Community Center 

Time Topic Presenter 

8:00 a.m. to 8:02 a.m. Introduction & Housekeeping Fatima Fernandez 

8:02 a.m. to 8:07 a.m. Announce Basket Winners Amy Putnam, Parker 

8:07 a.m. to Noon 

• Two ten-minute breaks 
will be offered as 
designated by the 
presenter. 

Campaign Finance Christina Estes Werther, Partner, 
Pierce Coleman PLLC - confirmed 

2 minutes Wrap up Linda Mendenhall 

12:30 p.m. to ? 

 

Elections Certification Testing Arizona League of Cities 

 
She stated that there were several follow up items from the first day of the schedule that needed to 
be addressed from the previous meeting.   

• First, Member Ceaglske was to contact Jasmine Pernicano, Goodyear’s Interim City Clerk, 
to check if she would be willing to present the interactive presentation on nomination 
petitions.  Member Ceaglske was absent for the meeting.  Chair Fernandez will follow up 
with her during the next meeting. 

• Second, Member Sims was to contact his PIO or City Attorney to explore whether they 
would be interested in presenting on neutral communication practices.  Member Sims 
announced that he spoke to Krista Baxter, City of Tempe’s Communication and Marketing 
Director, and she has agreed to present at the training.  He stated that Ms. Baxter will 
require one hour for her presentation. 

• Third, Chair Fernandez was to contact Michele Burchill (Yavapai County), Gabrielle 
Cazares-Kelly (Pima County), and Dana Lewis (Pinal County) if they would be willing to 
present on ballot drop boxes and/or early voting.  She has reached out to Michele and 
Gabrielle, and they are both willing to present.  Chair Fernandez mentioned that we will 
have representatives from two different counties.  She noted that Pima County does not 
have ballot drop boxes and therefore Gabrielle would be presenting on early voting only.  
Member Juszczak stated to Chair Fernandez she may want to double check with Gabrielle 
due to the July 15th, Primary Election for Congressional District 7. 

 
Chair Fernandez requested volunteers and suggestions for presentations to fill the available 
hour.  She also brought up the survey to review and discuss for ideas.  Committee member 
Juszczak suggested a network event where it may be small group conversations with best 
practice topics.  The event would include different group tables with the topics and the clerks 



 

would choose the table of discussion that is best suited for them.  After discussion, the topics 
decided were campaign finance violations, candidate outreach, council orientation, and post-
election. 
 
Chair Fernandez explained that the IIMC credit forms and one of the questions is “What kind 
of high-level information will this presentation include.”.  Co-Chair Mayes suggested listing 
information on best practices breakout sessions.  She also mentioned that the schedule will need 
to be finalized and presented to IIMC.  IIMC will then designate the credits for the sessions. 
 
Chair Fernandez then moved on to the discussion of swag for the Mento Meter winners, 
presenter gifts, and reading of the presenter bios.  She also mentioned that we will need a 
volunteer to facilitate the Best Practices break out session.  Committee member Valenzuela 
volunteered to facilitate.  Chair Fernandez reported that this session would fill the hour and 
asked the committee if the tables should report back on their discussion. 
 
Chair Fernandez discussed the Mento Meter Activity times with member Archibald.  It was 
decided this activity would be 15 minutes. 
 
Co-Chair Mayes volunteered to read bios for the City/Town & County (Handoff) session.  
Chair Fernandez stated that once the schedule is finalized volunteers to read bios can be 
assigned. 
 
Chair Fernandez discussed further with Committee member Valenzuela her ideas what the Best 
Practices break out session.  Committee member Valenzuela discussed creating items for each 
table and a PowerPoint as well.  Committee member Juszczak suggested that all committee 
members help during the session. 
 
Chair Fernandez went on to discuss the swag for the Mento Meter activity.  She reported that 
she budgeted $1,000 for swag but more items are needed.  After discussion, it was decided that 
if any committee members have extra swag, put it together and bring them for gifts.  Any items 
will be beneficial. 
 
Chair Fernandez presented Committee member Goodwine’s article on “What’s on the ballot?” 
for the newsletter.  The article includes Regular Candidate Elections, Bond Elections, Franchise 
Agreements, Utility Elections, Charter Elections, Alternative Expenditure Limitation, 
Permanent Base Adjustment, General Plan Adoption or Amendment, TPT, Initiatives and 
Referendum, Recall, and Municipal Improvement District Election.  Committee member 
Goodwine requested the committee review the article and make sure that the statues are 
correct.  Also, if anyone would like to add graphics to the article that would be great.  Chair 
Fernandez announced that this article will complete the committee’s goal of contributing three 
articles for the year.  She stated that the article will be included with the next agenda for review.   
 
5. Good of the order 
 
Chair Fernandez confirmed that next Election Committee meeting will be April 17th.   

 
6. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Chair Fernandez at 3:49 p.m.  

Minute Taker: Annie Reidhead 
AMCA Elections Committee Member 


