ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION
ELECTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING

' AMCA AGENDA

ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS ASSOCIATION Thursday, March 20’ 2025
3:00 p.m.

Teams

(Link sent via Calendar Invite)

Committee Members: Fatima Fernandez, Chair; Tami Mayes, Co-Chair; Sarah
Siep, Board Liaison; Members: Agnes Goodwine; Annie Reidhead; Ashley Doering;
Denise Archibald; Jessica Sweet; Leah Rhodes, Marcela Moreno, Maria Ceaglske;
Maria Talamante; Marissa Greenwood; Mike Sims; Richelle Valenzuela; Victoria
Roedig; and Whitney Juszczak.

5.

6.

AGENDA
. Call to Order
Roll Call
Consideration and possible action to approve the Election Committee meeting

minutes of February 20, 2025.

Annual Elections Training - Discuss topics for Annual Training and potential
speakers.

a. Draft Schedule Review
Good of the order

Adjournment

Fatima Fernandez
AMCA Elections Committee Chairperson
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ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS ASSOCIATION

Meeting Schedule 3 Thursday of the Month at 3:00 p.m.

Meeting Minutes Volunteer Schedule

October 16, 2024 | Marissa-Greenwood

November 21, 2024 | MariaCeagtske

January 16, 2025 | JessicaSweet

February 20, 2025 | famiMayes

March 20, 2025 Annie Reidhead

April 17,2025 Richelle Valenzuela

May 15, 2025 Agnes Goodwine

June 19, 2025 Mike Sims

July 10, 2025 Denise Archibald

July 21-24, 2025 Elections Training/ Annual Conference
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Thursday, February 20, 2025
3:00 p.m.

Teams

(Link sent via Calendar Invite)

AR

MEETING MINUTES

. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Committee Chair Fernandez at 3:00 p.m.

. Roll Call

The following Committee Members were present: Chair Fatima Fernandez; Co-Chair
Tami Mayes; and Committee Members Sarah Siep, Agnes Goodwine, Maria Ceaglske,
Marissa Greenwood, Mike Sims, Annie Reidhead; and Whitney Juszcazk.

Absent: Ashley Doering; Denise Archibald; Jessica Sweet; Leah Rhodes; Maria
Talamante; Marcela Moreno; Richelle Valenzuela; and Victoria Roedig;

Chair Fernandez announced that Charity Brooks has resigned from the committee
effective this date due to prior commitments.

. Consideration and possible action to approve the Election Committee meeting minutes of
November 21, 2024.

. Consideration and possible action to approve the Election Committee meeting minutes of
January 16, 2025.

MOTION: Committee Member Ceaglske moved to approve the minutes of November 21,
2024, and January 16, 2025, as presented.

SECONDED BY: Committee Member Juszcazk.

VOTE: Unanimously carried.

. Election Certification / Recertification Program Flyer.
Chair Fernandez shared that Committee Member Sweet, who couldn't attend, has been
working on the flyer and requested feedback on it. The flyer, which includes active links to

resources for AMCA Members, was well-received.

Committee Member Siep explained that AMCA election certification is valid for four years,
while certifications from the Arizona Secretary of State's Office last for two years.
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Chair Fernandez clarified that AMCA certification focuses more on local elections.

Committee Member Siep further mentioned there’s no test for recertification through AMCA
if 21 hours of election training is completed within four years, or 10.5 hours combined with
retaking the exam.

Co-Chair Mayes inquired if AMCA'’s training aligns with the exam content.

Chair Fernandez believed the AMCA exam covers all election-related topics, similar to the
state test.

Committee Member Siep added it is focused on local elections, particularly campaign finance
and materials from AMCA’s training sessions.

The Committee discussed adding the cost information to the flyer. It was clarified that any
certified person can proctor the exam, but they must be certified through AMCA, not just the
State.

Committee Member Ceaglske suggested differentiating between AMCA’s and the Secretary
of State’s certification on the flyer.

Committee Member Juszczak pointed out the SOS will offer only one certification this year,
and County staff will have priority.

Committee Member Siep confirmed there are no fees for either the initial certification or
recertification through AMCA.

The committee agreed that the flyer should mention there are no fees associated with the
AMCA certification exam. It was also agreed that the Committee will request that the AMCA
website be updated with this information.

6. Annual Elections Training — Discuss topics for Annual Training and potential speakers.

a. Survey Results Review
b. Draft Schedule Review

Chair Fernandez shared that the Communications Committee sent out a survey to the
membership, and the most popular topics identified were campaign finance, changes in
current law (including automatic recounts), election calendars, initiative/referendum/recall
processes, early ballot dropboxes, processing nomination petition signatures, and a potential
role-play session on Municipal Clerk duties.

The draft Elections Training Schedule was reviewed, and Committee Member Ceaglske
mentioned Jasmine Pernicano, Goodyear’s Interim City Clerk, had previously done an
interactive presentation on nomination petitions at the AMCA Institute. Committee Member
Ceaglske will reach out to Jasmine to check if she would be willing to present and will report
back.

Committee Member Ceaglske also suggested adding a presentation on communication best
practices during politically-charged elections.
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Committee Member Sims confirmed he would contact his PIO or City Attorney to explore
whether they would be interested in presenting on neutral communication practices in such
contexts.

Chair Fernandez will reach out to Michele Burchill (Yavapai County), Gabrielle Cazares-
Kelly (Pima County), and Dana Lewis (Pinal County) to inquire if any of them are available

to present on ballot dropboxes and/or early voting.

Committee Member Reidhead announced that Amy Putnam from Parker is now the Chair of
the Scholarship Committee.

Chair Fernandez mentioned that there will be a booth at the Annual Conference for members

to have professional photographs taken.
7. Newsletter Article Idea
a. Tips and tricks, such as creating an election calendar for your elections
b. Public Engagement opportunities for “Getting out the vote”
No discussion was held.
8. Old Business — Update on AMCA Committee Restructuring
No discussion was held.
9. Good of the Order
Chair Fernandez confirmed that the next meeting of the Election Committee would be
held March 20, 2025. She then asked if any of the committee members had anything for
the good of the order. There were no further comments or questions from the Committee.

10. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned by Chair Fernandez at 3:52 p.m.

Minute Taker: Tami Mayes
AMCA Elections Committee Co-Chair
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ELECTIONS TRAINING SCHEDULE - DRAFT

DAY 1 (FULL DAY) — WEDNESDAY JULY 23, 2025

DRAFT - Elections Training 2025

Wednesday, July 23, 2025 - 8:00 am. To 5:00 p.m.

Fountain Hills Community Center

Time

Topic

Presenter

8:00 a.m. 8:02 a.m.

5 minutes

Introduction & Housekeeping

Fatima Fernandez

8:02 a.m. to 8:05 a.m.

Scholarship Committee

Amy Putnam, Parker

8:05a.m. to 9:35a.m.

City/Town & County (Handoff)

Page & Coconino County -
Whitney

9:40 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Mento Meter Activity

Denise Archibald, City Clerk,
City of Phoenix & Maria C.

10:00 a.m. to noon.

Interactive Presentation -
Candidate Packets

Jasmine Pernicano, Deputy City
Clerk - Goodyear

Noon to 1:00 p.m.

Lunch

Lunch

1:00 p.m.—=2:30 p.m.

Political Charged Elections

Mike Sims — City of Tempe /
Communications Dept.

2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Mento Meter Activity

Denise Archibald, City Clerk,
City of Phoenix, Maria C.




3:00 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Break

3:15 p.m. -3:20 p.m.
(Introductions & Bios)

3:20 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Ballot Drop Box Presentation &
Early Voting

Michelle Burchill, Yavapai
County Recorder / Gabriella
Cazares-Kelly Pima County
Recorder

DAY 2 (HALF DAY) - THURSDAY JULY 24, 2025

DRAFT - Elections Training 2025

Thursday, July 24, 2025 - 8:00 am. To Noon (4 hours)

Fountain Hills Community Center

Time

Topic

Presenter

8:00 a.m. to 8:02 a.m.

Introduction & Housekeeping

Fatima Fernandez

8:02 a.m. to 8:07 a.m.

Announce Basket Winners

Amy Putnam, Parker

8:07 a.m. to Noon

e Two ten-minute breaks
will be offered as
designated by the

Campaign Finance

Christina Estes Werther,
Partner, Pierce Coleman PLLC -
confirmed

presenter.
2 minutes Wrap up Linda Mendenhall
12:30 p.m.to ? Elections Certification Testing Arizona League of Cities
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