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MINUTES

1. Call to Order
Chair Fernandez called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Committee Members Present: Fatima Fernandez, Chair; Karen Doncovio, Vice Chair; Kelly
Williams, Board Liaison; Committee members: Denise Archibald, Erin Deskins, Jasmine
Pernicano, June Wilson, Kristi Passarelli, Maria Ceaglske, Mike Sims, and Sara Burchill.,

Committee Members Absent: Blaine Comeaux, Maria Rivera, Patricia Buchanan, Richelle
Valenzuela, and Andy Juarez.

3. Introductions
Committee members introduced themselves by answering where they work and how long
they’ve been in their existing position.

4. Minute Taker — Sign up Sheet

Chair Fernandez encouraged the participation of committee members to sign up on any available
day to take the meeting minutes.

5. Approval of the June 24, 2025 Election Committee Meeting Minutes

Member Ceaglske made the motion, seconded by Member Doncovio to approve the June 24,
2025 meeting minutes. Motion passed.

6. AMCA Election Committee Duties & Responsibilities

Chair Fernandez discussed the duties and responsibilities of the Elections Committee and
presented the following topics:

a. Annual Elections Training — Discussion of Possible Topics
b. Election Certification / Recertification Program




c. Succession Planning
d. Goals
e. Newsletter Articles

Chair Fernandez noted that upcoming changes to the organization of the AMCA Committees are
anticipated; however, none are expected to impact the committee’s work for the current year. She
emphasized the importance of continuing to promote the Election Certification and
Recertification programs and improving efforts to clearly differentiate them from the Secretary
of State’s certification program. She suggested this could be established as a committee goal.
Chair Fernandez also shared the AMCA Newsletter submission schedule and recommended the
committee prepare an article for the November deadline.

Member Pernicano volunteered to begin drafting an “Election Best Practices: Do’s and Don’ts”
document, which will be shared with the committee for further review and input.

Chair Fernandez then reviewed the Conference schedule and encouraged members to begin
considering potential presentation topics. She noted that Avondale and Casa Grande are each
conducting bond elections, while Mesa is preparing for a recall election, and suggested these
may serve as valuable presentation subjects. She also shared her recent experience processing
referendums, including an upcoming court hearing on October 24 at 1:30 p.m. regarding a
referendum filed in her office. She referenced the Voice of Surprise case as a potentially
influential precedent, and noted that Camp Verde has faced a similar referendum challenge.

In response to Member Burchill’s question about whether conference topics must be election-
related, Chair Fernandez clarified that they do, due to credit requirements and the Education
Committee’s responsibility for developing the content for the first day of training. She
encouraged all members to begin brainstorming topics they would like to see included.

7. Adjournment

There was nothing added for the good of the order. Chair Fernandez adjourned the meeting at
2:41 p.m.

Fatima Fernandez
AMCA Elections Committee Chairperson



