
  
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 

Thursday, October 16, 2025 
2:00 p.m. 

Teams 
(Link sent via Calendar Invite) 

 

 

Committee Members Present: Fatima Fernandez, Chair; Maria Rivera, Mike Sims, Sara 
Burchill, Andy Juarez and Kelly Williams, Board Liaison 

Committee Members Absent: Karen Doncovio, Blaine Comeaux, Denise Archibald, Erin 
Deskins, Jasmine Pernicano, June Wilson, Kristi Passarelli, Maria Ceaglske, Patricia 
Buchanan, Richelle Valenzuela 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Call to Order 
 
Chair Fatima Fernandez called the meeting to order at 2:09 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Minute Taker – Mike Sims   
 

4. AMCA Election Committee Duties & Responsibilities 
 

a. Newsletter Article (November 11) – “Candidate Packets/Preparing for the 
Election” - Jasmine Pernicano 

 
The AMCA has scheduled the Fall Best Practice training courses for December. It will include a 
refresher course on Campaign Finance and Recall Elections. Holly from Mesa will share her 
recent experience with conducting a recall election. Since the Fall Best Practices schedule is 
already set, Chair Fernandez suggested adding information about Candidate Packets and 
Preparing for the Election to the AMCA Newsletter Articles. Jasmine Pernicano volunteered to 
draft the article for the newsletter, which was then provided to the committee. 
 



The committee reviewed the draft and provided input.  Chair Fernandez will send the draft via 
email to committee members for additional feedback and updates, which are due by 10/31. 
The updated article will then go to the communications committee.  
 
While reviewing the draft, Chair Fernandez asked whether the 10 days allowed for election 
challenges are business or calendar days. Mike Sims confirmed that they are business days, as 
challenges can only be filed during the City Clerk’s open business hours.  
 
The topic of how cities manage election outreach was discussed for future training sessions. 
Chair Fernandez mentioned that most of the work is done by the county elections on behalf of 
her town in terms of advertising.  
 
Maria Rivera stated that in Glendale, election details can be found on the City’s main webpage 
for public access. They are currently conducting a Bond election. This marks the first time a 
committee has not been involved in promoting the election. 
 
 

b. Newsletter Ad - Annual Elections Training Survey  
Chair Fernandez suggested sending out a survey each year after the annual elections training to 
collect feedback on the training members would like to see in the future.  
 
The committee reviewed each question in the survey and gave input and feedback to Chair 
Fernandez. They agreed that no more than five questions needed to be answered. Chair 
Fernandez stated that the league would assist with creating the survey.  
 
Chair Fernandez asked what Candidate Challenges Elections are. Maria Rivera explained that it 
refers to situations when candidates are challenged, along with related initiatives, referendums, 
and recall elections. 
 
Chair Fernandez suggested including the survey in the upcoming newsletter, with a deadline for 
all members to complete it by January 9, 2026. The committee agreed that it was a good time, 
since the holiday season is approaching. 

 
c. Newsletter Article (March 3, 2026) - Election Certification / Recertification 

Program 
 
This item will be discussed at a future meeting because the article isn’t due until March 2026. 

5.  
a. Succession Plan Documents 

 
This item will be discussed at a future meeting as changes are being considered regarding the 
structure of upcoming AMCA Committees.  
 

6. Adjournment 



The next meeting is scheduled for November 20, 2025. Chair Fernandez adjourned the 
meeting at 2:44 PM 

Mike Sims  
AMCA Elections Committee Member  


