
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 
ELECTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

Thursday, November 20, 2025 
2:00 p.m. 

Teams 
(Link sent via Calendar Invite) 

Committee Members:  Fatima Fernandez, Chair; Karen Doncovio, Vice Chair; Kelly Williams, 
Board Liaison; Committee members: Blaine Comeaux, Denise Archibald, Erin Deskins, Jasmine 
Pernicano, June Wilson, Kristi Passarelli, Maria Ceaglske, Maria Rivera, Mike Sims, Patricia 
Buchanan, Sara Burchill, Richelle Valenzuela, and Andy Juarez.  

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Minute Taker – June Wilson

a. Approval of September 18, 2025, Election Committee Meeting Minutes
b. Approval of October 16, 2025, Election Committee Meeting Minutes

4. Old Business:
a) Newsletter Ad - Annual Elections Training Survey
b) AMCA Annual Elections Schedule
c) Newsletter Article (March 3, 2026) - Election Certification / Recertification

Program

5. Adjournment

Fatima Fernanddez 
AMCA Elections Committee Chairperson 



  
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 

Meeting Minutes Volunteer Schedule 

 

Meeting Schedule (3rd Thursday of the Month) at 2:00 p.m. 

Meeting Minutes Volunteer Schedule 

September 18, 2025 Denise Archibald 

October 16, 2025 Mike Sims 

November 20, 2025 June Wilson 

January 15, 2026 Jasmine Pernicano 

February 19, 2026 Sara Burchill 

March 19, 2026 Andy Juarez 

April 16, 2026  

May 14, 2026*  

June 18, 2026  Fatima Fernandez 

July 20-23, 2026 Elections Training/ Annual Conference 

 

Fatima Fernandez
May 21 - IIMC Conference



  
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 

Thursday, September 18, 2025 
2:00 p.m. 

Teams 
(Link sent via Calendar Invite) 

 

 

MINUTES 

1. Call to Order  
Chair Fernandez called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call 

Committee Members Present: Fatima Fernandez, Chair; Karen Doncovio, Vice Chair; Kelly 
Williams, Board Liaison; Committee members: Denise Archibald, Erin Deskins, Jasmine 
Pernicano, June Wilson, Kristi Passarelli, Maria Ceaglske, Mike Sims, and Sara Burchill.,  

Committee Members Absent: Blaine Comeaux, Maria Rivera, Patricia Buchanan, Richelle 
Valenzuela, and Andy Juarez.  

3. Introductions  
Committee members introduced themselves by answering where they work and how long 
they’ve been in their existing position.  

 
4. Minute Taker – Sign up Sheet 

 
Chair Fernandez encouraged the participation of committee members to sign up on any available 
day to take the meeting minutes.   

 
5. Approval of the June 24, 2025 Election Committee Meeting Minutes 

 
Member Ceaglske made the motion, seconded by Member Doncovio to approve the June 24, 
2025 meeting minutes. Motion passed.  
 

6. AMCA Election Committee Duties & Responsibilities 
 
Chair Fernandez discussed the duties and responsibilities of the Elections Committee and 
presented the following topics: 

a. Annual Elections Training – Discussion of Possible Topics 
b. Election Certification / Recertification Program 



c. Succession Planning
d. Goals
e. Newsletter Articles

Chair Fernandez noted that upcoming changes to the organization of the AMCA Committees are 
anticipated; however, none are expected to impact the committee’s work for the current year. She 
emphasized the importance of continuing to promote the Election Certification and 
Recertification programs and improving efforts to clearly differentiate them from the Secretary 
of State’s certification program. She suggested this could be established as a committee goal. 
Chair Fernandez also shared the AMCA Newsletter submission schedule and recommended the 
committee prepare an article for the November deadline. 

Member Pernicano volunteered to begin drafting an “Election Best Practices: Do’s and Don’ts” 
document, which will be shared with the committee for further review and input. 

Chair Fernandez then reviewed the Conference schedule and encouraged members to begin 
considering potential presentation topics. She noted that Avondale and Casa Grande are each 
conducting bond elections, while Mesa is preparing for a recall election, and suggested these 
may serve as valuable presentation subjects. She also shared her recent experience processing 
referendums, including an upcoming court hearing on October 24 at 1:30 p.m. regarding a 
referendum filed in her office. She referenced the Voice of Surprise case as a potentially 
influential precedent, and noted that Camp Verde has faced a similar referendum challenge. 

In response to Member Burchill’s question about whether conference topics must be election-
related, Chair Fernandez clarified that they do, due to credit requirements and the Education 
Committee’s responsibility for developing the content for the first day of training. She 
encouraged all members to begin brainstorming topics they would like to see included. 

7. Adjournment

There was nothing added for the good of the order. Chair Fernandez adjourned the meeting at 
2:41 p.m. 

Fatima Fernandez 
AMCA Elections Committee Chairperson 



  
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 

Thursday, October 16, 2025 
2:00 p.m. 

Teams 
(Link sent via Calendar Invite) 

 

 

Committee Members Present: Fatima Fernandez, Chair; Maria Rivera, Mike Sims, Sara 
Burchill, Andy Juarez and Kelly Williams, Board Liaison 

Committee Members Absent: Karen Doncovio, Blaine Comeaux, Denise Archibald, Erin 
Deskins, Jasmine Pernicano, June Wilson, Kristi Passarelli, Maria Ceaglske, Patricia 
Buchanan, Richelle Valenzuela 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Call to Order 
 
Chair Fatima Fernandez called the meeting to order at 2:09 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Minute Taker – Mike Sims   
 

4. AMCA Election Committee Duties & Responsibilities 
 

a. Newsletter Article (November 11) – “Candidate Packets/Preparing for the 
Election” - Jasmine Pernicano 

 
The AMCA has scheduled the Fall Best Practice training courses for December. It will include a 
refresher course on Campaign Finance and Recall Elections. Holly from Mesa will share her 
recent experience with conducting a recall election. Since the Fall Best Practices schedule is 
already set, Chair Fernandez suggested adding information about Candidate Packets and 
Preparing for the Election to the AMCA Newsletter Articles. Jasmine Pernicano volunteered to 
draft the article for the newsletter, which was then provided to the committee. 
 



The committee reviewed the draft and provided input.  Chair Fernandez will send the draft via 
email to committee members for additional feedback and updates, which are due by 10/31. 
The updated article will then go to the communications committee.  
 
While reviewing the draft, Chair Fernandez asked whether the 10 days allowed for election 
challenges are business or calendar days. Mike Sims confirmed that they are business days, as 
challenges can only be filed during the City Clerk’s open business hours.  
 
The topic of how cities manage election outreach was discussed for future training sessions. 
Chair Fernandez mentioned that most of the work is done by the county elections on behalf of 
her town in terms of advertising.  
 
Maria Rivera stated that in Glendale, election details can be found on the City’s main webpage 
for public access. They are currently conducting a Bond election. This marks the first time a 
committee has not been involved in promoting the election. 
 
 

b. Newsletter Ad - Annual Elections Training Survey  
Chair Fernandez suggested sending out a survey each year after the annual elections training to 
collect feedback on the training members would like to see in the future.  
 
The committee reviewed each question in the survey and gave input and feedback to Chair 
Fernandez. They agreed that no more than five questions needed to be answered. Chair 
Fernandez stated that the league would assist with creating the survey.  
 
Chair Fernandez asked what Candidate Challenges Elections are. Maria Rivera explained that it 
refers to situations when candidates are challenged, along with related initiatives, referendums, 
and recall elections. 
 
Chair Fernandez suggested including the survey in the upcoming newsletter, with a deadline for 
all members to complete it by January 9, 2026. The committee agreed that it was a good time, 
since the holiday season is approaching. 

 
c. Newsletter Article (March 3, 2026) - Election Certification / Recertification 

Program 
 
This item will be discussed at a future meeting because the article isn’t due until March 2026. 

5.  
a. Succession Plan Documents 

 
This item will be discussed at a future meeting as changes are being considered regarding the 
structure of upcoming AMCA Committees.  
 

6. Adjournment 



The next meeting is scheduled for November 20, 2025. Chair Fernandez adjourned the 
meeting at 2:44 PM 

Mike Sims  
AMCA Elections Committee Member  



AMCA Elections Committee Survey 
The AMCA Elections Committee requests your participation by answering this brief survey. 
Your feedback will help enhance the development of programs offered at the 2026 Annual 
Elections Training. Thank you for your time and input. 

1. Name: 

[Text Response] 

2. E-mail: 

[Text Response] 

3. Have you implemented any innovative approaches or strategies in electoral processes 
within the past couple of years? If yes, please provide a brief explanation. 

[Paragraph Text Response] 

4. Which of the following would you like to learn more about? (Select no more than 5) 

• [ ] Referendums 
• [ ] Initiatives 
• [ ] Recalls 
• [ ] Candidate Challenges 
• [ ] Campaign Finance Violations 
• [ ] Bonds 
• [ ] Home Rule 
• [ ] Transaction Privilege Tax (Sales Tax) 
• [ ] Permanent Base Adjustment 
• [ ] Regular Candidate Elections 
• [ ] Franchise Agreements 
• [ ] Utility Elections 
• [ ] Charter Election 
• [ ] Charter Amendment Election 
• [ ] General Plan Adoption or Amendment 
• [ ] Municipal Improvement District Election 

5. Which of the following has your municipality conducted in the last 4 years? (Select all 
that apply) 

• [ ] Referendums 
• [ ] Initiatives 
• [ ] Recalls 
• [ ] Candidate Challenges 



• [ ] Campaign Finance Violations 
• [ ] Bonds 
• [ ] Home Rule 
• [ ] Transaction Privilege Tax (Sales Tax) 
• [ ] Permanent Base Adjustment 
• [ ] Regular Candidate Elections 
• [ ] Franchise Agreements 
• [ ] Utility Elections 
• [ ] Charter Election 
• [ ] Charter Amendment Election 
• [ ] General Plan Adoption or Amendment 
• [ ] Municipal Improvement District Election 

6. Are there any election related topics you would like to discuss that are not listed above? 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 

If yes, tell us what you would like to see: 

[Paragraph Text Response] 

7. What is your preferred method of learning? (Select all that apply) 

• [ ] Visual learner – diagrams, charts, videos, slides, written instructions 
• [ ] Reading/Writing learner – reading texts, taking notes, writing summaries 
• [ ] Kinesthetic learner – hands-on practice, movement, experiments, role-play 
• [ ] Active learning – listening, discussions, problem-solving, teaching others 
• [ ] Other: _____________ [Text Response] 

8. What suggestions do you have to improve the format of the training? 

[Paragraph Text Response] 


��� Thank you for your participation! 



2025 - 2026
AMCA CLERKS INSIDER NEWSLETTER CALENDAR

Committee Review Submission Deadline      Newsletter Published Special Publication Due

August '26 September '25 October '25
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30 31

31

November '25 December '25 January '26
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
30

February '26 March '26 April '26
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30

Clerks Week Publication

May '26 June '26 July '26
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
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31 Annual Report & Conference 
PowerPoint Due
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