
 

 
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

April 16, 2024 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

Committee Members:  Lisa Anderson, Kristen Benavidez, Patricia Buchanan, Rommel Cordova, 
Fatima Fernandez, Wendy Henson, Natasha Kennedy, Judy Martinez, Janet Pierson, Victoria 
Roedig, Kristi Salskov, Kelly Williams, June Wilson; Board Liaison: Carla Reece; Board President 
Jennifer Pena; Academy/Institute Director: Linda Hess and Marena Sampson. 

Call to Order 
Meeting was called to order by Rommel Cordova at 9:02 a.m. 
 

Roll Call 

Present: Lisa Anderson, Kristen Benavidez, Patricia Buchanan, Rommel Cordova, Fatima 
Fernandez, Wendy Henson, Natasha Kennedy, Judy Martinez, Janet Pierson, Victoria Roedig, 
Kristi Salskov, Kelly Williams, June Wilson; Board President Jennifer Pena; Academy/Institute 
Director: Linda Hess and Mariena Sampson. 

Absent: Board Liaison Carla Reece 

Old Business 
Discussion and possible approval of the March 21, 2024, Education Committee meeting 
minutes. 
 
Janet Pierson requested the minutes be corrected to reflect that she was not present at this 
meeting. 
 
On motion of Wendy Henson, seconded by Lisa Anderson and carried unanimously to approve 
the March 21, 2024, minutes as corrected. 
 
New Business 
Spring Best Practice – Tuesday, April 23rd / Wednesday, April 24th – 9am to Noon 
Chairman Cordova stated that Tuesday will cover elections and Wednesday will cover 
succession planning and mentoring along with a case study related to records and network 



drive clean up.  He stated that he had not received an updated from the League regarding 
registration numbers, but his last review showed a good number of attendees. 
 
Chairman Cordova stated that the committee has received a handful of questions through the 
registration process for the elections portion regarding write-in candidates and more questions 
can be asked during the webinar.   
 
Institute – (June 3rd – June 7th) and Academy (June 18th – June 20th) 
Chairman Cordova reported that the sub-committee is almost done with the Academy program 
and has a few sessions still to fill at the Institute.  He stated that he will have the League send 
out a reminder to register to the membership. 
 
Linda Hess, ASU Director, stated that there are 30 registered for the Institute and 16 for the 
Academy.  She stated that the subcommittee has been excellent, and she is excited for the 
sessions and the program. 
 
Athenian Dialogue – Summer (Monday, July 22nd) in person at Fountain Hills 
Kelly Williams stated that the Athenian Dialogue will be the Monday prior to the AMCA 
Conference being held in Fountain Hills and that the sub-committee is working to secure 
Stephanie Smith as the facilitator.  She stated that they are looking at two book options; 
Creativity Incorporated and No Pain, No Gains – The Good Stuff Doesn’t Come Easy.  Ms. 
Williams requested feedback from the committee regarding the options to help narrow down 
the selection.   
 
Fatima Fernandez inquired about the fees for Athenian Dialogue. 
 
Ms. Williams stated that last year members paid an early bird rate of $85, regular rate $95 and 
for non-members it is $100.  She stated that rates will vary depending on the presenter and if 
the session is in-person or via ZOOM. 
 
Judy Martinez reminded everyone that scholarships are available for Athenian Dialogues and to 
keep that in mind for the next scholarship cycle. 
 
Chairman Cordova stated that the Athenian Dialogues are a great way to earn 3 educational 
points that can be used towards certification. 
 
 
 



Annual Conference – Tuesday, July 23rd  
Janet Pierson, Co-Chair, stated that the subcommittee has pretty much finalized the agenda 
with professional speaker, Nicole Lance for the morning session, and Lisa Garcia and Ben Bitter 
in the afternoon speaking on the Clerk/Manager relationship.  She stated that the 
subcommittee is working on filling the last hour of the day. 
 
Judy Martinez recommended the topic of accepting candidate petitions and how to process 
challenges to a candidates’ petitions.  
 
Chairman Cordova state that the topic is a great one and recommended working the Election 
Committee for a future training. 
 
2024 Education Survey 
Chairman Cordova provided last year’s survey and asked the committee to review and suggest 
updates/changes for this year’s survey.  He asked that the committee send their feedback to 
him by April 30th for incorporation into this year’s survey.  
 
May Meeting Date 
Chairman Cordova suggested moving the date since many members of the committee will be 
attending the IIMC Conference.   
 
Jennifer Pena, AMC President, asked that those attending the conference in Calgary to please 
complete the conference spreadsheet sent to them on April 10th to help better coordinate 
transportation and tours. 
 
The committee agreed to move the May meeting to the 14th. 
 
Good for the Order/Comments from Committee Members 
 
Ms. Pena thanked the committee for the work they are doing planning various training, locating 
speaking and scheduling classes.  

 
 

Chairman Cordova adjourned the meeting at 9:27 a.m. 
 
 
Patricia Buchanan 
Minute Taker 


