ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION
CAMPAIGN FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

AMCA

ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS ASSOCIATION Tuesday, June 24, 2025
11:00 AM (Virtual)

Committee Members: Whitney Juszczak (Chair), Lisa Anderson (Co-Chair), Ben Lane, (AMCA Board
Liaison), Sara Burchill, Maria Ceaglske, Ashley Doering, Karen Doncovio, Kyana Hayes, Suzanne Meich,
Evie McKinney, Kristi Passarelli, Leah Rhodes, Michael Sims, Maria Talamante, June Wilson, and
Christina Estes-Werther:

1. Call to order
Chair Juszczak called the meeting to order at 11:02 a.m.
2. Roll call

Present: Whitney Juszczak (Chair), Lisa Anderson (Co-Chair), Ben Lane, (AMCA Board Liaison),
Karen Doncovio, Suzanne Meich, Evie McKinney, Kristi Passarelli, Leah Rhodes, Michael Sims,
June Wilson, and Christina Estes-Werther. Special Guest Tom Collins, Clean Elections,

Absent: Sara Burchill, Maria Ceaglske, Ashley Doering, Kyana Hayes, and Maria Talamante.

3. Approval of Minutes
a. May 13, 2025, Draft minutes

There were no requests for changes or corrections to the draft minutes.
Member Anderson moved to approve the May 13, 2025, minutes, and Member Sims. The
minutes were unanimously approved by those present.

4. New Business
a. EPM Chapter 14 progress update

Chair Juszczak submitted the changes to the state, adding that it would be moving
forward.

b. Discuss new legislative changes signed by the Governor
i. SB1581 — New filing deadlines
ii. HB 2667 — Complaints must be resolved or dismissed within 180 days
iii. HB 2666 — Complaints cannot be done by an Al

Chair Juszczak reviewed the Al complaints of HB 2666. She recommended to the State
that the complaints require an affirmation statement from the filer and that a complaint
filing template include that language. She reviewed HB 2667 and stated she thought it
would be part of the enforcement change. She then reviewed the SB1581 filing, noting it
would change as of January 2026.

Attorney Estes-Werther stated the changes she saw for the local, state, and PAC. She added
they would likely receive a new cover sheet. Attorney Estes-Werther and Chair Juszczak
discussed the changes and how they could affect the upcoming elections.


https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/57leg/1R/laws/0112.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/57leg/1R/laws/0173.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/57leg/1R/laws/0033.pdf

C.

Member and Committee Liaison Lane stated that SB1581 asked if the idea was that all
candidates and PACs would file an annual report at the beginning of January 2026,
regardless of whether they were running or not. Chair Juszczak stated that that was what
she believed. Member and Committee Liaison Lane inquired if the candidates who ran in
2026 would not have to file the report in 2027 because they had already run. Chair Juszczak
believed the intention was that they had to file every year.

Attorney Estes-Werther noted that she thought they would not because the post-election
had been removed, so she didn’t think it was required. Chair Juszczak noted that the State
would need to interpret the law for them. Attorney Estes-Werther noted that State, Local,
and PAC schedules were all different. Member and Committee Liaison Lane noted that 4-
year terms would go through 2 election cycles. He thought the annual report would help,
but it was confusing. He noted it could be a lot to file at the beginning of the year.

Complaint enforcement timeline discussion (Attorney Estes-Werther )

Attorney Estes-Werther shared the enforcement statute. She walked through the
document. Section A was about filing officers

Section B was about EPM and barely mentions filing officers
She suggested adding enforcement language.

Section C was regarding how enforcement officers would receive matters from filing
officers.

Section E discretion on what they want was not what would be enforced. She added her
suggestions to the document and shared them with the committee. She suggested areas
that the committee would want to consider for legislation. She explained how she would
handle certain scenarios and some issues not covered by statute, but she thought we would
want our attorneys to consider them. She proposed a guidance document, and Chair
Juszczak supported the idea. If the committee decided to create such a document, Attorney
Estes-Werther would be happy to review it.

Member and Committee Liaison Lane agreed with the document and noted that the new
state legislation gave 180 days to complete a complaint. He asked if it would be helpful
to have guidance on how long to give someone to avoid reaching the 180-day deadline.

Special Guest Collins suggested talking to the Attorney General and the Maricopa County
Attorney's office for guidance. He thought they would be the most difficult offices to agree
to codify anything.

Chair Juszczak said she would speak with the Secretary of State's office.

Special Guest Collins said he worked for the Attorney General (AG) Office, and in his
experience, the AG office was quite territorial about what was theirs; a document created
at a local office would make them uncomfortable. He said we could ask.

Attorney Estes-Werther suggested that working together with clerks and the local
attorney's office might be more effective for creating a local document.

Chair Juszczak asked if the committee would like to take on the subject and work on it
next year. Member Sims, Member and Committee Liaison Lane, and Member Anderson
were on board.



d. Final review and wrap-up of FY 24/25 CF Committee

This was the last meeting of this year, and the next committee meeting would start in July.
Member Anderson discussed plans for the upcoming year, mentioning she would be the
chair, and Chair Juszczak would serve as the co-chair. She brought up the idea of having
either quarterly or bi-monthly meetings for the committee.

Member McKinney preferred the bi-monthly option, and Member Sims supported it.
Member and Committee Liaison Lane proposed a meeting every other month, provided
the group met at least four times annually.

5. Roundtable

a.

Discussion of the Campaign Finance Committee goals, accomplishments, and areas for
improvement.

Chair Juszczak spoke about adding the guidance document template as a project for the
next agenda.

Member and Committee Liaison Lane suggested creating a spreadsheet to track whether
other clerks could take campaign finance complaints from their colleagues. The
spreadsheet would include who would be willing to help and when. He expressed his
gratitude to everyone for their hard work this year.

6. Next meeting

a.

Moving to bi-monthly meetings for Fiscal Year 2025/2026 (FY 25/26)

7. Adjournment

Chair Juszczak adjourned the meeting at 12:00 p.m.



